
 

  
  

 

Pastor Jeffrey Holter 

Email: 

jholter@kenwoodlutheran.org 

Office: 

218-724-9291 

Cell (call or text): 

218-310-7617 

Sacrament vs. Sacrament 

 

The dialog developed in a very normal fashion with Rev. Kunst saying that the Catholic church 

holds marriage in a much higher esteem than do Lutherans.  His reasoning is that since marriage is 

considered a sacrament in Catholic faith, they have an obligation to treat it with higher respect and hold 

couples accountable to view marriage from this Sacramental perspective. Pastor Bockbrader suggested 

that just because Lutherans don’t label marriage as a sacrament does not imply that marriage is not to be 

held in high esteem by Lutherans.   

 How do we begin to bridge this theological gap?  Here is my suggestion.  First, we cannot use 

these terms interchangeably.  A Sacrament is not always a Sacrament if the definition of what it means to 

be a Sacrament is different.  

 Lutherans and Catholics have different definitions and that difference matters!  So what is the 

difference?   

In one way of thinking, Lutherans are more conservative than Catholics because they only allow 

two things to fall under the Sacramental umbrella. Those two sacraments are Holy Baptism and Holy 

Communion. The reason for this is that in order for something to be a sacrament according to the 

Lutheran faith, it must qualify by three criteria. The first is that it is commanded by Christ. Jesus’ 

command is simple but direct; “take and eat” and “take and drink.” Likewise in Holy Baptism we hear 

the command of Jesus to “go into all the world baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 

in the name of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:16-20.) 

I attended the “Theology Uncapped” gathering at St. 

Benedict’s this past month.  It was very well attended but I must say 

that there were a lot more parishioners from Catholic churches than 

there were from Lutheran congregations. The topic was “Marriage,” 

and the presenters were Pastor Rollie Bockbrader and Rev. Richard 

Kunst. 

 Now mind you this is not an easy subject, and reason it is not 

easy is that both denominations approach marriage from very 

different perspectives. For Lutherans marriage is ordained by God 

but it is not considered a “Sacrament.”  For the Catholic church 

marriage is a “Sacrament” and that has a whole lot of ramifications. 

The problem then is how do we dialog about something that is so 

much a part of our daily lives and also viewed from such different 

perspectives? 
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The second criteria are that there is an earthly element given by which we will know and 

experience the gifts of the Sacrament. In the waters of baptism and also in the bread and wine, 

forgiveness is given and new life is experienced. The third criteria are that the Sacrament is the 

assurance of God’s grace given and that by which salvation is known. 

 The Sacrament dilemma is experienced precisely when in the effort to lift marriage up by 

giving it a “Sacrament” label; it also waters down the Sacrament as Lutherans understand it as 

being something reserved for God’s exclusive action of saving us by grace.  I do not believe that 

even good Catholics believe that we are “saved” by being married, or because one confesses, or 

because one is a pastor or priest; those are all good things. But salvation is God’s gift to us and it 

does not result from some “work” or action on our part.  That would be works righteousness. 

 So Catholics have seven sacraments and Lutheran’s have two.  We define what a 

“Sacrament” is in very different ways and that caused us to disagree on many things, but so long as 

we agree that it is by grace that we are saved and this is God’s gift to all of us, then I can live with 

that. 

 All things are tainted by sin and human brokenness, but Holy Baptism and Holy 

Communion. These are God’s gift’s that are given by his initiative without any requirement or work 

on our part. Faith is our response to this loving and gracious God.  It is what happens after God has 

blessed us with His grace,  His sacraments and His love. 

 In theological terms there is what we call the “a priori” action of God in grace, followed by 

the “a posteriori” trust and faith that results from God’s action.  For Lutherans a “Sacrament” is 

reserved for these actions of God to bring salvation to God’s people.  Under that umbrella the 

tainted actions or inactions of humankind cannot muddy the waters. 

 I hope this is beneficial, but call me or text me and let me know what you think!  

     Pastor Jeff (218-310-7617)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings, all! 

I pray that your Autumn is going well. October was a busy month here at Kenwood, and 

November is looking to be the same. A few of the events to look forward to are:  preparing for 

Advent, turkey bingo, and Toyland Express collections.  If you would like to help with ANY of 

these events, please let the church office know. 

 

 

 

 

President: Lori Robison 

Email: momrules62@msn.com 

Phone: 218-269-2927 
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Donations of new and gently used COLD WEATHER CLOTHING continues through October. 

Wondering what to do with a cell phone you’re no longer using? Look for the specially marked 

box in the Messiah Room in November. Phones will be donated to the Safe Haven Women’s 

Shelter. The shelter sends the phones out to wipe (remove) all data that may be on them. 

Salvation Army’s Toyland Express box will be available for unwrapped toy donations just before 

Thanksgiving. 

CHUM was very appreciative of the generous donations of men’s and women’s socks and 

underwear in September. 

LSS Center for Changing Lives coin offering in September was $51.86; $546.89 for the year. 

 

We have been able to cobble together accompanists until December 4th, but are still in need of a 

full-time accompanist.  If you can play the piano, or know someone that does, please let the 

church office know.  We’ve already reached out to all 3 local colleges/universities, as well as the 

music stores.   

We also need to find some help for recording services and running the slides.  It doesn’t need to 

be just one person, we could set up a schedule for 2 or 3 helpers, if needed. 

I’ve been doing a bit of traveling lately, and had the pleasure of attending worship service at 

Roseville Lutheran Church in Roseville, Minnesota this past month.  Their scripture focus this 

fall has been on Gods gifts for us, and it tied in with their annual appeal.  The lesson on the day I 

attended was about choices.  God’s gift for us was that he chose us. Then there was the choice 

Joshua made – “as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord”. There was one part of the 

sermon that really stuck with me, and I feel I need to pass it along to you.  There are many 

choices we make in a day – what to eat, wear, route to work/school, etc.  Our most important 

choice is this – are we going to live a Christian life that is active and engaged, or one that is 

passive and on the sidelines? 

See you in church, 

Lori 

 

  



 

  

If your birthday is not listed, call or 

email the church with your birthdate 

including the year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 - Stan Hammer 

      Doug Simensen   

      Julianna Barg 

5 - Theresa Williams 

7 - Kathie Severson 

8 – Lauren Skar 

9 - Tammy Kimball 

      Nancy Schumacher 

10-Dawn Erickson 

      Heather Michelizzi 

11-Barbara Teske 

      Darrell Witt 

13-Wally Freitag 

      Jim Stein 

15-Dolores Carlson 

16-Daniel Klang  

18-Savannah Reich 

      Jeffrey Blix 

23-Ian Johnson   

27-Liz Pearson 

     Molly Carlson 

29-Diane Irving 

     Caden Kolari 

30-Susan Muehlberger 
  

 

 

 

 

   

Senior Lunch-will be held Wednesday, November 2, 11:30  

at the Dry Dock. If you have signed up for the lunch but 

find you will not be able to come, please notify the church 

office so the reservation can be updated. 

Church Book Club- will be meeting after worship on 

Sunday, November 20. The book for November is, “The 

Women in the Castle” by Jessica Shattuck. Anyone is 

welcome to join in at any time! 

Turkey Bingo & Silent Auction-It’s that time of year 

again! Join us for Turkey Bingo on Thursday, November 17 

beginning at 6:00 p.m. The Silent Auction will start at that 

time and go until Sunday, December 4 at 12:00 noon. Items 

will be on display in the Messiah Room, and all bidding 

will be done online as it was last year. Silent Auction 

donations may be brought to the church from Sunday, 

October 30 until Sunday, November 13. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please remember during your prayers this month: 

Jim & Peg Anderson 

Jim & Laurie Caesar 

Joyce Jensen 

Liz Pearson 

David Mattson 

Clara Seafolk 

Craig & Bobbie Lou Carlson 

Jim & Nora Korkalo 

Tom & Susan Muehlberger 

Char & Caleb Magariner 

Steve Tyacke 

Nancy Andrews 

Josh & Logan Holter 

Ken & Charlene Harkins 

Eric, Kristin, June, Henry & Eleanor Randall 

Bill & Martha Oswald 

Terry Baird 

Carolyn Caesar and Jack & Max Collins 

Amy Kranig and Lauren, Gillian & Sonya Skar 

Darrell Witt 

Wally &Evelyn Freitag 

 

 

 

 

 



COUNCIL MEETING - KENWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

September 8, 2022, via Zoom and in person 

 

Members Present:  Lori Robison, Lynn Hegrenes, Martha Oswald, Pastor Jeff Holter, Barb Lucia, Nadine 

Mueller, Cindy Peterson, and Scott Goutermont 

Guest(s):  Theresa Williams  

 

1.  The meeting was called to order by President Lori Robison at 7:33 p.m. with devotions and prayer led by 

Martha Oswald.  

 

2.  Minutes from the Council meetings held on July 14, 2022, and August 11, 2022, were approved as 

submitted.  

 

3.  Treasurer’s report = $4,719.53 balance in the checkbook at the end of August 2022. All bills paid and are 

current. Capital Improvement Fund = $33,422.00; Long-Term Savings Account = $25,864.68; and Memorial 

Fund = $14,293.49. During the month of August, $5,000 was returned to the Capital Improvement Fund that 

was borrowed earlier from the General Fund in meeting previous months’ obligations.  

 

4.  Action Items: 

• See Pastor’s Report, third bulleted item.   

 

5.  Discussion Items:  

     a.    Communication:   

• Street Sign update: no response from the City of Duluth on our request; an e-mail will be sent to the 

City Council person to ask for an update.  

• SMART Team update: numbers are trending down again; people are learning to live with Covid; 

Team will now meet bi-monthly unless the positivity rate goes above 20%; can change signage at 

church – masking as comfortable; Sue Fleming will keep the Team up to date on positivity rates.     

• Vitality Planning Session update:  look at Steps 1-3 from the June 23 Special Council meeting; 

September 18 – has been set as the date for this event.  Paul Glaesemann presented statistics on giving 

to the church since 2016. We now have less people contributing but the amounts of giving per 

individuals/families has increased.  

 

6.  Boards, Ministry Teams, Standing Committees:  

     a.  Asset Management Board 

• Steak Fry = $1,700 profit.  

• Preschool manager has agreed to new terms. Revised lease has been prepared and the Preschool 

will sign the new document.   

• Repairs have been made to the lower church sidewalk; have cleaned and filled the cracks. 

• Replaced lights in sanctuary. 

• Projectors cleaned and adjusted.  

• Spaghetti dinner has been scheduled for Thursday, October 20.   

• Turkey Bingo – scheduled for November 17. 

• More insulation to be installed in October in the church office.  

     b.  Mutual Ministry Board 

• Reviewed Pastor Holter’s goals from his last evaluation; talked about how we can help him meet 

those goals; talked about lines of communication in the church and how we use them – i.e. 

Sunday morning announcements; Video screens; newsletter; phone calls, e-mail; web-site; You 

Tube, etc.  Church Directory needs to be updated as a lot of phone numbers have changed – 

develop plans on how to keep this up to date in the future.  

     c.  Stewardship Board 

• Council members currently serve as members of this Board.  



• Need to work on plans for the Fall Stewardship drive. Working on inviting members to this 

Board.  

     d.  Personnel Support Board  

• Organist/Pianist – contacted all education institutions in the area; UWS replied – will pass out 

information to students in programs; have located one individual that might play once a month; 

Ups group will play once a month.  No applications for the permanent position.  

      e.  Christian Education Ministry Team 

• Two youth members from KLC have enrolled in confirmation; September 28 orientation date.  

• Susan Muehlberger and Sara Rheaume – talked about having Sunday School offered after Sunday 

Service; utilize others in the congregation to assist by sharing stories from their lives; made plans 

through December and will re-evaluate at that point.  

• September 25 = Rally Sunday; blessing of the backpacks; Sunday School teacher installation 

should coincide with that or the next Sunday depending on length of the service.   

     f.  Community Ministry Team   

• LSS Center for Changing Lives Coin Offering for August = $88.22; YTD = $495.03. 

• LWR School Kits:  reviewed supplies that have been received; gift has been received for shipping 

and purchase of school supplies. 

• September ministry project: men’s/women’s socks and underwear for CHUM. 

• October ministry project: cold weather clothing for Damiano Center.  

     g.  Fellowship Ministry Team 

• Help with food on Rally Sunday.  

     h.  Worship Ministry Team 

• Need a chair for this team; only three people on this team – need to recruit more members.  

• Discussed getting back to normal during worship services.  

• Using baptismal font again during communion; self-regulation on using the font.  

• Thanksgiving for baptism.  

• Improving the Praise & Worship Sunday – look for some new songs; melody line would be 

helpful - working on this item.  

• Musician for liturgy – can go to service of the word (not chanted); go back to spoken word.   

• Scott Goutermont looking for more assistants in recording church services. Mark Irving will 

continue to assist but sometimes they will both be gone on the same Sunday.  

     i.  Youth Ministry Team 

• Trampoline night - eight youth came plus a few parents – good time was had by all. 

• On-going ministry – preparing youth for Synod retreat in November (6th grade and above will be 

invited to participate in this event).  

• Banner night – confirmands and parents will prepare their respective banner; work on faith 

statements by confirmands for Confirmation Sunday.   

 

7.  Pastor’s Report:   

• September 18-20 = attending Fall Theological continuing education conference. 

• September 22 = attending Theological session at St. Ben’s – topic = marriage.  

• Podcast of sermon to be set up for people to hear on a different platform; can make donations if a 

separate account is attached to the Podcast; review the page (oversight); check for traffic and then 

add button for donations.   

 

A motion was made by Martha Oswald and seconded to put sermons on a podcast page and 

review after three months to see if traffic merits and then add a donation button to the podcast 

page. Discussion followed.  Motion carried.   

 

• October 2 - Altar Guild meeting - looking for participants to add to this group.  



• This Tuesday, September 13 - hosting Lake Superior Conference at KLC. Speakers will report on 

ELCA Assembly meeting (National level); share events from this meeting; starts at 9:30 a.m. until 

noon. 

 

8.  Meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. with recitation of the Lord’s Prayer led by Pastor Holter.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Lynn Hegrenes, Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Altar 

Guild  

Welcome 

Center 

Attendant 

Communion 

Server 

Hospitality Acolyte Scripture 

Reader 

Ushers  

 

6 

Deb Jarvis Brad 

Kamphenkel 

Lori Reed CARE  Carol 

Kolari 

Dennis & 

Carol Kolari 

 

13 

Deb Jarvis Jo Cox Craig Carlson Community 

Ministry 

Natalie 

Rasch 

Craig 

Carlson 

Eric & 

Tammy 

Saksa 

 

20 

Deb Jarvis Pat Kleimola Nadine 

Moeller 

Quilters  Barb Teske Tom & Susan 

Muehlberger 

 

27 

Deb Jarvis Kathy 

Erholtz 

Barb Lucia Worship Team  Barb Lucia Sherry 

Goutermont 

& Cindy 

Peterson 

November Worship Responsibilities at Kenwood Lutheran 

Church 

 

Please pray for the family 

& friends of Elaine 

Greenfield. Elaine passed 

away on October7. 

Memorials received for 

Elaine will be listed in the 

next newsletter. 

 

 

 

The Altar Guild is looking for more members to 

help with the altar at worship services and other 

activities during the year. Please get in touch 

with the church office to let us know you’d like 

to help out! 
 



 

 

  

 

Sunday, October 23, 3rd Graders were presented with their bibles. We honored 8 children that 

day! Thank you so much to the Duane Witt Memorial Bible Fund for starting this important 

ministry! Those who received bibles are: 

Harper Andres    Zoe Andres 

Connor Carlson   Maya LaBelle 

June Randall    Anthony Reich 

Savannah Reich   Ethan Senich 

 

Sunday, October 30, we’ll be celebrating with our Confirmands! Congratulations to  

 

Michael Rasch  

Connor Rasch 

Ben Senich  

Jack Collins 

 

Wishing you all the joy and happiness in the world! Thanks be to God for this opportunity to 

celebrate you and your faith! We wish you success in your life– both in your faith in God and 

in your pursuits of life. 

 

Seeking organist and or/pianist-we’re still looking for a permanent organist/pianist, and are 

reaching out again to see if there’s anyone who is interested, or would be willing to help 

occasionally until that happens. If you don’t play the organ, but do play the piano, that’s just 

fine! Please contact a member of personnel, the Worship Team, or the church office. 

 

We’re still seeking-someone to run the slides and record the service on Sundays. Scott is 

busy with Bentleyville until the middle of November, and he is the only person we had. Until 

we find someone, there will be no slides and no service online. This could be done by one or 

more folks. Scott could train you on a weeknight. Please get in touch with the church office 

right away! 
 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

7:00pm 

Harbormasters  

2 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

11:30am Senior 

Lunch  

5:30pm A.A.  

3 

9:00am Tai Chi  

10:00am Quilters  

4 5 

6 

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

10:30am Hospitality  

10:30am Sunday School  

7 

9:00am Tai Chi  

6:30pm Bible Study  

8 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

9 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

5:30pm 

Confirmation  

10 

9:00am Tai Chi  

10:00am Quilters  

6:30pm Boards and 

Teams  

7:30pm Council 

Meeting  

11 12 

13 

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

10:30am Hospitality  

10:30am Sunday School  

1:00pm Confirmation Event  

14 

9:00am Tai Chi  

15 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

7:00pm 

Harbormasters  

16 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

17 

9:00am Tai Chi  

10:00am Quilters  

6:00pm Silent 

Auction Begins  

6:00pm Turkey 

Bingo  

18 19 

20 

Newsletter Deadline  

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

10:30am Hospitality  

10:30am Sunday School  

21 

9:00am Tai Chi  

22 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

23 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

5:30pm 

Confirmation  

24 

 

Happy  

Thanksgiving 

25 26 

27 

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

10:30am Hospitality  

28 

9:00am Tai Chi  

29 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

30 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration is open as of November 1st for Summer 2023! To register, go to 

vlmcamps.org/registration, email vlm@vlmcamps.org or call the Duluth office at their new 

number, 218-481-9080. 

Discounts are available again this year for early sign-ups. 

 

mailto:vlm@vlmcamps.org

