
 

  
  

 

Pastor Jeffrey Holter 

Email: 

jholter@kenwoodlutheran.org 

Office: 

218-724-9291 

Cell (call or text): 

218-310-7617 

Potholes! 

 

All joking aside, I do actually have a message with this timely rant. We are coming off the season 

of Lent and entering the season of Easter.  All during Lent we opt for using the Confession and 

Absolution over the Thanksgiving for Baptism, as we begin our worship service. We do this to follow a 

long-held tradition that has been a part of the Christian faith for 2 millennia. That tradition invites 

worshipers to live a life of repentance.  The hope is that in as we admit that we are sinful people, we can 

also repent or turn around and live in new-ness of life. It’s this act of “turning around” that we call 

repentance.  We were headed in this direction, but the spirit leads us into a completely new direction.  A 

direction that takes us down a path that leads to life instead of the same old pothole infested path we 

have usually chosen. So, you see now where I am going with this. Right? 

 As we embrace the fresh air of the resurrection story we are still called to repentance and 

forgiveness, because in my experience the potholes of sin and death are year- round obstacles. Try as I 

may, these buggers find a way to get in my path.  The truth is that I complain about them all the time.  

They are in my thoughts and prayers daily, and I may not appreciate that but I also realize that they are 

my potholes.  I am the one who keeps digging them out, giving them a chance to become deep caverns of 

pain and unhealthy living.   

Nothing says spring like potholes! Seems no matter where 

you go there is no way to avoid them.  I know that on the street in 

front of our house there is more than one pothole that is 8 inches 

deep.  I know because I measured. Now that I confess that it, sounds 

really pathetic.   

 Instinctively I try my darndest to avoid these craters but there 

are just too many of them.  I also instinctively want to complain about 

the inconvenience they impose and the potential damage they can 

cause to my vehicle, but again what is the point.  No one is going to 

come and fill the potholes outside my house when everywhere you 

look there are just more potholes outside every home. What I can say  

 
is that I am trying my hardest to avoid the potholes and that seems to be the best course of action for 

dealing with them.  Avoidance can be difficult but its less damaging to me and my vehicle than just 

pretending they are not there and driving full steam ahead. 
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Hi all, 

It’s been a while!  There’s been a lot happening at church, and some fun things yet to come!  We 

were Life 97.3’s church of the week on April 23 (I’m writing this before the big event, so I don’t 

know how well it was attended). Thank you to all who participated by emailing the station and 

stating why Kenwood should be chosen as a church of the week. 

We returned to having Soup Suppers during Lent.  The suppers and services were well attended.  

Thanks to all who made soup, set up, cleaned up, and came to church.  We appreciate you! 

Our Stewardship Campaign pledge and time/talent drive for the balance of 2023 came to a close 

with a brunch and church service in the Fellowship Hall on March 19th.  It was a well-attended 

event, and a lot of fun! Thank you to all who attended and/or turned in your pledge cards.  You 

still have time to turn in your card, if you haven’t already. Thanks to the Fellowship Team for 

providing the wonderful food, and the Stewardship Committee for a fun campaign. 

There was plenty of food at the Easter Breakfast, which was provided by Asset Management.  I 

know my family enjoyed the food, and the jelly beans! 

The past month has been a tough one physically and fiscally for our church.  Even though a 

dedicated crew removed snow from the roof this winter, we still developed leaks above 

Theresa’s office and the center office.  Much ceiling tile will need to be replaced, as well as 

insulation, etc.  When all the lovely snow we received this past winter started to melt, we also 

had a water ingress issue in the Fellowship Hall at the bottom of the stairs from the Fireside 

Room. Another dedicated crew helped keep that in check.  We have also had to transfer more 

money than usual from our Long-Term Savings account to make payroll and keep the lights on.  

We may have to make some hard decisions in the near future. 

 

 

 

 

President: Lori Robison 

Email: momrules62@msn.com 

Phone: 218-269-2927 
 

So to all you pothole complainers out there is Kenwood Christendom; this may be a time to 

navigate the potholes in our streets and also in our hearts and minds.  We can celebrate the grace 

that is ours in Christ with the Thanksgiving for Baptism and at the same time know the bumpy 

journey through our own self- inflicted pothole of broken promises.  It may be a time to plot a new 

path.  A path where the grace of God is not an afterthought or a means to avoid damages but  a new 

path that fills our live with the solid food provided by God’s spirit of grace. 

 Happy driving out there and be kind! 

 Blessings in Christ! 

 Pastor Jeff 
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THANK YOU for generous donations for CHUM Food Shelf during March FoodShare 

campaign - $1,413 cash donations and 66 pounds of groceries! 

 

Thank you for cash gifts of $475 in February to benefit ELCA World Hunger.  

 

The LSS Center for Changing Lives coin offering in March was $63.75. 

 

Personal hygiene supplies for Union Gospel Mission are being collected in April. Look for the 

specially marked box in the Messiah Room. 

 

School kits will be assembled June 1. Volunteers welcome! Watch for details in the June 

newsletter. 

 

Events to look forward to: the Annual Spaghetti Dinner, helping at Grandma’s Marathon, new 

Member classes, the snow being ALL GONE AND NOT RETURNING for 6 months, warmer 

weather, gardening, vacationing, etc. 

I appreciate and am grateful for ALL of you!! 

Lori 

 

 

 

 



 

  

If your birthday is not listed, call or 

email the church with your birthdate 

including the year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 - Ruxen Holter 

4 - Heather Dirksen 

6 - Kari Carlson 

      Joshua Adamek 

9 - Owen Privette 

10-Maija Rannikko 

      David Mattson 

11-Rachel Klang 

14-Lyah Butler 

      Logan Holter 

17-Anders Saksa 

      Faith Klang  

23-Alan Dirksen 

24-Morgan Erickson 

      Troy Rasch 

25-William Caesar 

26-Clayton Koss 

28-Treston Stokes 

      Gary Polla 

29-Tom Muehlberger 

      John Moerke 

30-Jo Cox    

 

 

 

 

   

Senior Lunch-will be held Wednesday, May 3, 11:30 a.m. 

at Mexico Lindo in Fitgers. If you have signed up for the 

lunch but find you will not be able to come, please notify 

the church office so the reservation can be updated. 

Church Book Club- will be meeting after worship on 

Sunday, May 21. The book for May is, “Have You Seen 

Luis Velez?” by Catherine Ryan Hyde. This will be the last 

Book Club meeting until fall. 

  New Member Orientation-Wednesday, May 10th at 6:30 

p.m. Contact the church office to sign up. 218-724-9291. 

 Grill-n-Thing-Our Super fun annual Grill-n-Thing event 

will take place on Thursday, May 25th. More information 

will be coming soon! Mark your calendars and plan on 

joining us for a great meal, fun, and fellowship! 

 Volunteers Are Needed-for Sunday, May 28th (Memorial 

Day Weekend) for ushering and for Hospitality. Please 

contact the church office to let us know you can help. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please remember the Harkins family in your  

prayers. Kenny & Charlene’s son, Karl, passed  

away in March. 

 

Memorials given for Karl: 

Dolores Carlson 

Tom & Susan Muehlberger 

Kenny & Charlene Harkins 

Barb Teske 

Troy & Mary Rasch 

 

 

 

 



 All About Music  

presents 

A Night to Heal 

All About Music are students for Dana Copiskey, based  

out of her music studio, “Dana Caroll’s Music Studio.” 
 

You are invited to join us on Friday, April 28th at  

7:00 p.m. at Kenwood Lutheran Church for a concert of  

Christian music meant to inspire and give hope.  

There will be vocalists, piano, guitar and violin. Dana’s 

students that will be performing that evening range  

in age from 6 years old-18years old. 

A freewill offering will be taken. 
 

All About Music has performed at:  

Weber Music Hall   

Bayfront 

Dragon Boat Festival (many times!)  

Marshall Auditorium 

CSS  

All of the “Festival of Sail” weekends (previously known  

as “Tall Ships”) 

Peace in Christ Church 

and more!    

 

 

Saturday, May 6th is Camp Vermilion Workday. This year (weather 

permitting) the plan is to paint Kenwood’s cabin. 

All are invited and welcome to come and lend a hand! The plan is to 

meet at the church (Kenwood Lutheran) at 7:00 a.m. that day and 

carpool to the camp. 

Questions? Call Brad Kamphenkel at 218-349-1796. 

Camp Vermillion Workday 

 

 



 

 

  

 



 

  The story of kenwood Lutheran church dinners 
 

In the not so distant past history of Kenwood Lutheran Church, an ambitious group of men 

church members used to put on a Steak Fry and Easter Breakfast.  Over time, these couple fun 

events faded out.    

 

Several years ago, the Asset Management group, in an effort to try to find something to 

keep the Kenwood finances on the positive side of zero, decided we had the talent and desire to 

bring back several new and improved dinner / breakfast events in hopes of good church and 

neighborhood participation.  Scott and Tom spearheaded new and improved events (Spirit Dinner, 

Easter Breakfast, Grill-N-Thing, Steak Fry, Spaghetti Dinner), in hopes of Congregation, friends 

and neighbor participation.  Even recent additions like John Chalstrom’s Fish Dinner, and of 

course Turkey Bingo have all been vital to keeping Kenwood finances in positive territory. 

Participation was a slow build, but as word got out that Kenwood was serving outstanding meals, 

and we invited friends and the neighborhood, attendance was getting close to 100, although usually 

far less than half were parishioners from Kenwood.   

 

Initially the food bill was split between Scott and Tom, as using proceeds would have 

depleted the whole reason for having the event.  Now, we get some help from Thrivent community 

cards, other members of Asset Management, and a few others, but we still end up using our own 

funds to pay for supplies and food, to keep the contribution from the event as big as 

possible.   Why do we do this?   The biggest reason is listed above, to shore up finances of the 

church.   Secondly, we enjoy sharing our culinary talents to give our congregation (and others) 

something special and the opportunity to get together and share fellowship.  Lastly, we do it 

because we love our Kenwood Church and the Kenwood family.   

 

We recently completed the Easter Breakfast, planning for about 100 hungry Easter morning 

members, friends and family.  We were very disappointed we only fed about 50 people.   There 

were many people involved in putting on a fantastic breakfast.   There were over 100 people in 

church.  Lots of donated food, purchased food, fresh rolls all went away.  For the food that is 

served and the price we charge, the meals are a great value!  Please ask any member who has 

participated in our meal events, and they will confirm how great they are!  Understand that even 

though it’s a ‘church dinner’, there is nothing about the meals that is church related (no organized 

church, no sermon or service), only great food and most importantly great fellowship….getting to 

know and visit with members, friends and neighbors!  If you have a meal on the days we serve, 

please consider having that meal with the Kenwood family.   You will be back for more….no 

doubt! 

 

 

 



COUNCIL MEETING - KENWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

March 9, 2023, via Zoom and in person 

 

Members Present:  Martha Oswald, Pastor Jeff Holter, Scott Goutermont, Barb Lucia, Nadine Moeller, 

Lori Robison, Cindy Peterson 

Guest(s):  Theresa Williams 

 

1.  The meeting was called to order by President Lori Robison at 7:31 p.m. with devotions and prayer led 

by Pastor Jeff Holter.   

 

2.  Minutes from the Council meeting held on February 9, 2023, were approved as submitted. 

 

3.  Treasurer’s report = $2817.42 balance in the checkbook at the end of February 2023. All bills paid and 

are current. Capital Improvement Fund = $38,274.87; Long-Term Savings Account = $15,322.87; 

Memorial Fund = $18,078.89. Had to transfer $7,000 from savings to checking to cover bills and payroll.                   

 

4.  Action Items: 

• New Member: Rhonda Sande requested membership at KLC and was approved by unanimous 

vote.  

• Street Sign update: A motion was made by Scott Goutermont and seconded by Pastor Holter to 

send a proposal to St. Louis County to have a sign for Kenwood Lutheran Church placed on Old 

Rice Lake Rd.  near the intersection of Old Rice Lake Rd. and Arrowhead Rd. at a cost of $600. 

Discussion followed. Motion carried. 

 

5.  Discussion Items:  

     a.    Communication:  

• Welcome Folder updates: Welcome Folders in the pews have outdated information (i.e. worship 

times, Praise & Worship services.) Theresa Williams has removed the folders from the sanctuary. 

Mutual Ministry team will work on updating the information for the folders. 

 

6.  Boards, Ministry Teams, Standing Committees:  

     a.  Asset Management Board  

• Meeting planned for next week.  

• Discussing redoing lights over the altar.  

• $1200 made from Spirit Dinner.  

• Smoke detectors have been replaced. 

• Will be replacing fluorescent lights with LED lights.  

• Will be advertising for use of the preschool space. 

• Asset management will provide soup for the Soup Supper on March 29.  

• Discussing rerouting of sump pump. 

• Planning to insulate Fireside Room. 

     b.  Mutual Ministry Board 

• Next meeting will be held in March. 

     c.  Stewardship Board 

• Mailed Commitment Cards.  

• Worship/Brunch planned for Sunday, March 12, 9:00 a.m.. 

• Plans to send out a thank you email/reminder to send in pledges a couple of weeks after 

Commitment Sunday.  

     d.  Personnel Support Board  

• No new report.  



     e.  Christian Education Ministry Team 

• Confirmands and those already confirmed outing at trampoline park.  

• Senior High retreat at the end of March; no students from Kenwood signed up yet.  

• Sunday school has been going very well. 

     f.  Community Ministry Team   

• LSS Center for Changing Lives Coin Offering for February = $50.00; YTD = $130.00. 

• CHUM Assembly – February 28; Joy Wiecks attended on behalf of KLC. 

• March: FoodShare Campaign for CHUM Food Shelf through April 2. 

• Personal Hygiene supplies will be collected in April for Union Gospel Mission. 

• Received a letter from Salvation Army thanking KLC for donations to Toyland Express. 

    g.  Fellowship Ministry Team 

• Will be helping serve breakfast for Commitment Sunday.    

     h.  Worship Ministry Team 

• Putting together worship services for Holy Week and Easter.  

• Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services at 6:30 p.m.; one Easter Sunday service at 9:00 

a.m..  

• Discussing changing to a different worship setting-have been using setting 4 for a long time 

now.  

     i.  Youth Ministry Team 

• Confirmands will host one of the Soup Suppers March 22.  

 

7.  Pastor’s Report:    

• See items covered in Christian Education Ministry, Stewardship, Worship Ministry, and 

Youth Ministry.  

• 4-week Bible Study beginning April 17, 6:30 p.m. 

• New Member Orientation sometime after Easter. 

• Wednesday Lenten services going very well, Gina Wege is doing a great job. 

8. Smart Team: 

• Met on March 7. Will not meet again unless Council recommends, or if the pandemic 

dictates. 

 

9.  Meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. with prayer and recitation of the Lord’s Prayer led by Pastor Holter.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Theresa Williams, Acting Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember these folks in your prayers this month… 
 

Sandra Stephenson Nys     Janna Stevens 

Debby & David Stokes     Frank & Kristy Stokes 

Justin, Jessi, Fayth & Austin Stokes    Trevor, Amy, Treston & Alanna Stokes 

Barb Teske       Steve & Sue Teske 

Steve Tyacke       Jerry & Brenda Uecker 

Darrell Witt       Joshua, Megan & Kathleen Adamek 

Jim & Peg Anderson      Brian, Megan, Zoe & Harper Andres 

Nancy Andrews      Terry Baird 

Brenda & Lee Baker  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Altar 

Guild  

Welcome 

Center 

Attendant 

Communion 

Server 

Hospitality Acolyte Scripture 

Reader 

Ushers  

 

7 

Deb 

Jarvis 

Pat 

Kleimola 

Pat Kleimola Sarah Circle  Craig 

Carlson 

Steve & 

Sue Teske 

 

14 

Deb 

Jarvis 

Barb 

Lucia 

Barb Lucia Confirmation  Cindy 

Peterson 

Cindy 

Peterson 

& Nadine 

Moeller 

 

21 

Deb 

Jarvis 

Deb Jarvis Dennis 

Kolari 

Fellowship 

Team 

 Carol 

Kolari 

Nadine 

Moeller & 

Lori 

Robison 

 

28 

Deb 

Jarvis 

Jo Cox Lynn 

Hegrenes 

Volunteers 

Needed 

 Lynn 

Hegrenes 

Volunteers 

Needed 

May Worship Responsibilities at Kenwood Lutheran Church 

 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

9:00am Tai Chi  

2 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

7:00pm 

Harbormasters  

3 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

11:30am Senior 

Lunch  

5:00pm Bell Choir  

5:30pm A.A.  

4 

9:00am Tai Chi  

10:00am Quilters  

5 6 

7 

9:00am Sanctuary Worship  

10:00am Hospitality  

10:00am Sunday School  

8 

9:00am Tai Chi  

9 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

10 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:00pm Bell Choir  

5:30pm A.A.  

11 

9:00am Tai Chi  

10:00am Quilters  

6:30pm Boards and 

Teams  

7:30pm Council 

Meeting  

12 13 

14 

9:00am Sanctuary Worship  

10:00am Hospitality  

10:00am Sunday School  

15 

9:00am Tai Chi  

16 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

7:00pm 

Harbormasters  

17 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:00pm Bell Choir  

5:30pm A.A.  

18 

9:00am Tai Chi  

10:00am Quilters  

19 20 

21 

Newsletter Deadline  

9:00am Sanctuary Worship  

10:00am Hospitality  

10:00am Sunday School  

22 

9:00am Tai Chi  

23 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

24 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:00pm Bell Choir  

5:30pm A.A.  

25 

Grill-N-Thing  

9:00am Tai Chi  

10:00am Quilters  

26 27 

28 

9:00am Sanctuary Worship  

10:00am Hospitality  

29 

9:00am Tai Chi  

30 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

31 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

   

 

 

 

Please make sure Rummage Sale donations are 

clean and in good saleable condition. 

Donations should be placed in the Fellowship 

Hall near the Quilters area. 


