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Winter’s Storm 

 

The left tire was low on air and I was fighting the machine as well as the snow. Finally got that all 

straight and seemed like things were going to be a breeze.  Yes, it was breezy.  Ok, it was really breezy, 

some might even say it was blowing like a hurricane out there. My point, again, is that preparation is 

important. 

 Then there is the unexpected.  Those things that no one can prepare for or predict.  When the 

storm started I went out and started the snowblower and took it out into the blizzard and put that 

snowblower through its paces.  It was going pretty well… but then this was no ordinary snowstorm.  

With six inches of light fluffy snow I would have been done in a matter of 2 hours.  Give or take… 2 

hours.  But with this heavy snow it was slow going.  The first pass is the worst, and then you have to 

slice off just a few inches at a time. Still, it was slow going.  About the time you think you “got this,” 

your machine stops.  Oh, the engine is running but the machine isn’t moving.  You just sheered a pin. 

But which pin? You begin to take the machine apart after lugging that pile of iron through the 6 inches of 

snow.  It’s amazing how heavy those buggers are.  Well, after about an hour you get it going again.  

Hurray! And only 3 more hours of snow to snowblow. Right?  

Then it happens again.  Another sheer pin, but which one this time? So you lug that heap of metal back 

into the garage. Finally after about 30 minutes you’re back into the swirling hurricane, each snowflake 

hitting your face like a sharp needle hitting your face and eyes.   

 Ok, I get it, I’m complaining!  So?  Sometimes we need to complain.  It feels good, and it’s good 

to get all that “poor me” stuff out of our systems. Right?  Like you have never complained before. Well 

maybe, but I think I am pretty normal and that is at least an assumption I am making about you readers 

out there.  Is there a point here? Of course there is!  The point is that life isn’t just hard, but that there are 

unexpected things that come our way.  All the preparations. as important as they are, cannot account for 

the hardship we must deal with. Some days things go as predicted, and then there are stormy days.   

 

This past week has been brutal. We are about to break the all-

time record for the mount of snowfall for Duluth in December. The 

record is 135.4 inches 1995-1995, but who is counting? Well, I am! 

So is my back and so are my neighbors. That’s a lot of snow! Of 

course, we have come to expect these storms and have learned to live 

with them for the most part. I suppose it isn’t helping anyone that I 

am writing about this, no point in reliving it right? However, there is 

a point that I want to make. 

Preparation is critical, if you live in Duluth.  So sometime in 

September or October I usually check my snowblower to make 

certain that when the weather turns brutal I am ready for it.  Ok, 

relatively ready for it.  So, I change the oil and grease the auger.  

Good to make sure the tires hold air. Missed that one this year and as 

soon as I started snow blowing the machine wanted to turn to the left. 
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Maybe complaining doesn’t help much.  Ok not very much at all, but that doesn’t mean we 

can’t or shouldn’t complain.  The difference is that we also need to move on.  We need to let our 

fears and hurts out and then look for solutions.  At times the solutions are right there in front of us, 

and at others times we need help. Sometimes the “soul-lutions” require more help than we can 

muster from within ourselves. This is my final offering for today.  Our church…Kenwood Lutheran 

is a heated garage in a winter’s storm. A place to work together to help each other out and find 

“soul-lutions” to life’s unpredicted hardships.  Come and share the stores of life with people who 

care about you; who care about your storms and who have love and a listening ear to offer.  This is 

my story, maybe it’s part of your story, too. 

 

       Blessings and Merry Christmas, 

       Pastor Jeffrey Holter 

 

 

Happy New Year!! 

 

I hope you all had a Merry Christmas and a safe New Year’s Eve!  Kenwood Lutheran has been 

a hopping place, once again.  We have managed to hire an organist, she will start this month.  

Please introduce yourself to her and help her feel welcome.  Our Stewardship Task Force has 

been formed and started meeting in December.  More on them, later.   

I want to thank all of your for your time, talents, and support this past year.  I am grateful for 

each and every one of you.  Thank you for stepping up when needed, coming up with new ideas 

and for your participation in making sure things run smoothly.   

I mentioned Stewardship.  The members of the Task Force are Craig Carlson, Steve Greenfield, 

Bruce and Christine Gilbertson, and myself (as council rep).  Our theme for 2023 is Grateful 

Journey to Giving, and we will be presenting an item during the Annual Meeting. 

Speaking of Annual Meeting, it will be held January 29, 2023 immediately after the service.  

This also means that your board and team chairs will be asking you if you want to continue in 

your current role on your board/team.  Please prayerfully consider saying “yes”, and the official 

“ask” will then come from a member of personnel.  If you haven’t ever been on a team but aren’t 

sure where you’d fit or what their functions are, the teams/boards and their description/function 

are on our web page.  Just go to kenwoodlutheran.org, click on “About Us”, then click on 

“Documents”, then click on Ballot and Descriptions.  If you don’t have internet capability but 

would like to see the documents, please let me know and I will make sure they get to you.  I can 

be reached via my cell,  218-269-2927, please leave a message. 

 

 

 

 

President: Lori Robison 

Email: momrules62@msn.com 

Phone: 218-269-2927 
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Donations will be collected in January for 

the warming center. Items needed: socks (all adult 

sizes, cotton and thermal), razors, travel-size 

shaving cream, travel-size deodorant, hand 

warmers, gently used winter boots (all adult sizes), 

rain ponchos, coffee. 

 

Thank you for generous donations of toys for Salvation Army’s Toyland Express. 

 

The November coin offering for LSS Center for Changing Lives was $43.56; $688.07 for the 

year. 

 

Thank you for donations of  used cell phones for Safe Haven Women’s Shelter. The box will 

continue to be available on the table in the Messiah Room. 

 

Another item regarding the Annual Meeting.  Have you done any volunteer work in the past 

year? It could be anything from volunteer coaching, picking up trash on an Adopt-a-Highway 

section, helping out at the DECC Thanksgiving Meal, helping at your child’s school, etc.  I know 

our members are active in our community, and these volunteer activity hours I would like to 

include in our Giving In Kind Report for the Annual Meeting.  Please email or call me with your 

total volunteer hours. 

Interested in helping Kenwood Lutheran be a Church of the Week on our local Christian radio 

stations?  Just go to life973.com, click on Church of the Week, click on Nominate, and tell why 

you think KLC should be featured as the Church of the Week.  It’s free advertising!! 

I am grateful for and appreciate all of you! 

Lori 

 

 

 



 

  

If your birthday is not listed, call or 

email the church with your birthdate 

including the year! 

 

 

 

 

4 - Harry Podgorski   

      Nancy Koss     

8 - Alanna Stokes     

9 - Janice Podgorski    

12-Cindy Peterson                            

16-Kristin Randall 

18-Sonya Skar                          

20-Carol Kolari 

23-Sandy Burgstahler 

     Celeste Reich 

24-Nancy Andrews 

27-Brad Kamphenkel  

28-Anssi Rannikko 

30-June Randall    

31-Eric Saksa 

     Michael Rasch 
  

 

 

 

 

   

Senior Lunch-will be held Wednesday, January 4, 1:00 

p.m. (note the time change!)  at The Chalet on Miller Trunk 

Hwy. If you have signed up for the lunch but find you will 

not be able to come, please notify the church office so the 

reservation can be updated. 

Church Book Club- will be meeting after worship on 

Sunday, January 15. The book for January is, “Love and 

Ruin” by Paula McLain. We look forward to having you 

join us! 

  Summer Camp 2023-registration is going on right now for 

VLM Camps. To register, go to 

www.vlmcamps.org/registration, email vlm@vlmcamps.org 

or call the Duluth office at 218-481-9080. 

 Offering envelopes-for 2023 are ready for pickup in the 

middle office. If you are able to pick up envelopes for a 

neighbor or friend, we appreciate that as it helps save on 

mailing costs. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please remember during your prayers this month: 

Joshua, Megan & Kathleen Adamek 

Jim & Peg Anderson 

Brian, Megan, Zoe & Harper Andres 

Nancy Andrews 

Terry Baird 

Brenda & Lee Baker 

Jim, Megan, Julianna, Cecelia & Georgina Barg 

Mike Benko 

Jeff & Liz Blix 

Shannon, Hailey & Tyler Borgeson 

Brad & Ronna Butler 

Carolyn Caesar and Jack & Max Collins 

Jim & Lori Caesar 

Craig & Bobbie Lou Carlson 

Dolores Carlson 

Kari, Jon, Logan, Connor & Molly Carlson 

John Chalstrom & Lynn Simensen 

Marlene Cieluch 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COUNCIL MEETING - KENWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

November 10, 2022, via Zoom and in person 

 

Members Present:  Lori Robison, Pastor Jeff Holter, Barb Lucia, Susan Muehlberger, Cindy Peterson and 

Scott Goutermont 

Guest(s):  Theresa Williams 

 

1.  The meeting was called to order by President Lori Robison at 7:38 p.m. with devotions and prayer led 

by Susan Muehlberger. 

 

2.  Minutes from the Council meeting held on October 13, 2022 and from the Special Council Meeting on 

October 26, 2022 were approved as submitted.  

 

3.  Treasurer’s report = $4,278.88 balance in the checkbook at the end of October 2022. All bills paid and 

are current. Capital Improvement Fund = $33,840.75; Long-Term Savings Account = $20,605.82. Funds 

from the Spaghetti Dinner were used to pay back in part the money borrowed from Capital Improvement. 

Scott Goutermont mentioned that $1000 less was brought in this October as compared to last October. 

 

4.  Action Items: 

      None 

 

5.  Discussion Items:  

     a.    Communication:  

• Street sign update-The type of street sign requested is not able to be put up on city owned 

property. Possible alternate locations were discussed. 

 

6.  Boards, Ministry Teams, Standing Committees:  

     a.  Asset Management Board  

• Turkey Bingo November 17th at 6 PM. 

• Looking into investing $15,000 from Capital Improvement monies into a CD .  

• Preliminary budget discussion. 

• Finished ceiling insulation in middle office, will insulate upstairs bathroom area after new 

year. 

 

     b.  Mutual Ministry Board 

• Going over ways of communication-what’s working and what is not.  

 

     c.  Stewardship Board 

• Pastor Craig Carlson will be helping with this, along with Bruce and Chris Gilbertson. 

Representative from the Council will be Lori Robison. The first Stewardship meeting will be 

held either November 28 or December 1. Possibly different pledge cards for youth and for 

adults. Commitment Sunday March 5 or March 12, to be discussed further. Possibly will 

include a meal as part of worship that Sunday. 

   

     d.  Personnel Support Board  

• Emailed Denfeld and East High Schools to see about students helping with slides and 

recording on Sundays as a community service project. No response has been received as of 

yet.  

  

     e.  Christian Education Ministry Team 



• Confirmation is going well. Three students will be going to the youth Event in Brainerd next 

weekend, Mary Rasch will chaperone.  

• Confirmands made Thanksgiving cards to go with baskets made by Sunday School for shut-

ins.  

• Planning activities for Youth.  

     

    f.  Community Ministry Team   

• LSS Center for Changing Lives Coin Offering for October = $97.72; YTD = $644.51.  

• Toyland Express donation box will be in the middle office until the Silent Auction is done, 

then in the Messiah Room. 

• Damiano Center was grateful for the donations of cold weather clothing. 

     

    g.  Fellowship Ministry Team 

• May do some bell ringing for Salvation Army; still trying to find an inside venue. 

• Helping with food during Turkey Bingo. 

• Karen Mattson guest at Sunday School November 13 to talk about healing. 

• Will be making blankets for homebound people. 

• Made bouquets for the sanctuary. 

  

     h.  Worship Ministry Team 

• Will not be doing a Thanksgiving service.  

• Getting ready for Advent and Christmas. 

• Christmas display will be put up again this year. 

• Christmas Theme: darkness to light.  

• Christmas Eve services 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. No Christmas Day worship service. 

• Mid-week service Lenten theme: A Time for Renewal. 

 

     i.  Youth Ministry Team 

• Planning activities, possibly trampoline park. 

 

7.  Pastor’s Report:   

• Contacted Pastor Doug Paulson at Lutheran Campus Ministry about letting students know 

they’re welcome at Kenwood for Sunday worship. Pastor Jeff Holter would be willing to visit 

their Tuesday morning worship. Pastor Doug Paulson will check with the board at Lutheran 

Campus Ministry. 

• On vacation from November 14 through November 21. Pastor Dennis Paulson will preach 

November 20. 

 

8.  Meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. with prayer and recitation of the Lord’s Prayer led by Pastor Holter.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Theresa Williams, Acting Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorials 

In memory of Deb Rheaume; Tom Rheaume’s 

stepmother, and grandmother of John Sundberg 

and Levi Rheaume.  

Given by Tom & Susan Muehlberger. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Altar 

Guild  

Welcome 

Center 

Attendant 

Communion 

Server 

Hospitality Acolyte Scripture 

Reader 

Ushers  

 

1 

 Pat 

Kleimola 

Pat Kleimola Council  Barb 

Teske 

Tom & 

Susan 

Muehlberger 

 

8 

 Barb Lucia Barb Lucia Fellowship 

Team 

 Cindy 

Peterson 

Lori 

Robison & 

Cindy 

Peterson 

 

15 

 Brad 

Kamphenkel 

Carol Kolari Altar Guild  Dennis 

Kolari 

Sherry 

Goutermont 

& Nadine 

Moeller 

 

22 

 Darlene 

Roebke 

Craig 

Carlson 

Confirmation  Craig 

Carlson 

Eric & 

Tammy 

Saksa 

 

29 

 Jo Cox Lori Robison Sarah Circle  Barb 

Lucia 

Pat 

Kleimola & 

Kathy 

Erholtz 

January Worship Responsibilities at Kenwood Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

The Altar Guild is looking for more members to 

help with the altar at worship services and other 

activities during the year. Please get in touch 

with the church office to let us know you’d like 

to help out! 

 

The sign-up sheet for 2023 is in the sacristy. 

 

Send your prayer requests to: 

office@kenwoodlutheran.org 



  

 

 

Our Annual Meeting will be held January 29, 2023 immediately after the service. You are able to 

join in person, or online via Zoom. The Zoom information below will also be emailed as the 

meeting date approaches and it will be available at the church as well.  

If you haven’t used Zoom before, you’ll want to prepare ahead of time by setting up a Zoom 

account and familiarizing yourself with how to sign in, etc. 

Kenwood Lutheran is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 

Topic: KLC Annual Meeting 

Time: Jan 29, 2023 10:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89443793151 
 

Meeting ID: 894 4379 3151 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

Meeting ID: 894 4379 3151 

 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

10:30am Hospitality  

2 

9:00am Tai Chi  

3 

8:30am TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly)  

7:00pm Harbormasters  

4 

8:45am TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly)  

1:00pm Senior Lunch  

5:30pm A.A.  

5 

9:00am Tai Chi  

10:00am Quilters  

6 7 

8 

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

10:30am Hospitality  

10:30am Sunday School  

9 

9:00am Tai Chi  

10 

8:30am TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly)  

11 

8:45am TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

12 

9:00am Tai Chi  

10:00am Quilters  

6:30pm Boards and 

Teams  

7:30pm Council Meeting  

13 14 

15 

Newsletter Deadline  

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

10:30am Hospitality  

10:30am Sunday School  

16 

9:00am Tai Chi  

17 

8:30am TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly)  

7:00pm Harbormasters  

18 

8:45am TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

19 

9:00am Tai Chi  

10:00am Quilters  

20 21 

22 

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

10:30am Hospitality  

10:30am Sunday School  

23 

9:00am Tai Chi  

24 

8:30am TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly)  

25 

8:45am TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

26 

9:00am Tai Chi  

10:00am Quilters  

27 28 

29 

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

10:30am Hospitality  

10:30am Sunday School  

10:45am Annual Meeting  

30 

9:00am Tai Chi  

31 

8:30am TOPS (Take Off 

Pounds Sensibly)  

    

 

 


