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The Hell we Know: I think it is clear from scripture that sin has truly touched everything and everyone 

both living and dead. No doubt this brokenness touches every aspect of life and every aspect of our 

living. From Genesis 6:5-6 “The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and 

that every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry 

that he had made humankind on the earth and it grieved him to his heart.” Take that thought along with 

Paul’s assertion from Romans 3:23-24  “since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God they are 

now justified by grace as a gift, through the redemption  that is in Christ Jesus” Still the harshest truths 

are those Paul reveals in chapter 7 of Romans.  He describes that inner conflict we all know so well.  

Romans 7: 15ff “I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 

thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But, in fact it is no longer I 

that do it, but sin that dwells within me.” There is this battle going on inside of us, and try as we may 

we can not rid ourselves of the sin that dwells deep in our hearts.  Our flesh! 

It’s because of this, that Hell comes a calling.  Hell is that daily sense of separation from God, and 

God’s will for us that we experience every day of our lives.  Hell is real, because sin is real!  This Hell 

is the hell we know. It is the consequences of our sinful choices born from our sinful natures. The result 

of not being able to control our self- righteous tendencies. The result is that sin runs loose; envy and 

greed are constantly bringing death and Hell to our doorsteps.  This is the death we know! This is the 

Hell we experience! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hell We Know,  

   The Fear of Hell, 

     The Certainty of God’s Grace! 

 

 

 A few months ago I had a candid conversation with someone 

I care deeply about. It was one of those conversations that leaves 

you wondering what you should do.  The main point of the 

conversation was that this friend was concerned that it seemed to 

them that few people believe in Hell anymore.  What I would like to 

do is to at least attempt to address that concern even though I doubt 

this article will be comprehensive enough to fully address the topic. 

So here goes! 
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Fear of Hell 

 If we listen carefully to the Gospel story, what is it trying desperately to reveal to us? From the 

parables, to the cross, and Jesus own words I hear only one consistent message; “I have come 

that you may have life”.  The whole gospel of John hinges on that proclamation. Here are a few 

proof texts: John 6:35, John 6:68, John 11:25, John 14:6, if you need more texts I can make them 

available to you.  But the message of the gospels is clear God did not send Jesus into our world 

to condemn the world, but to save it. 

Problem: humankind has from the beginning rejected even the implication that they needed 

God.  Adam and Eve is not just a story of the first two humans on earth.  They represent all of 

humankind.  They are the first but definitely not the last of those who would attempt to be “like” 

God, knowing good and evil.  Our problem is that we still want to control, we still “believe” we 

can make it by our own efforts.  Only these days we have become a bit more sophisticated and a 

bit more holy in our efforts.  

For some reason we think God can not see through this ruse. So, there are many who have lifted 

up the idea that we must do something, but the something we must do should not look like a 

work. Since it’s not possible to be saved by works. The way around that is to talk about the need 

for faith. Yet our faith is not always the response to what God has already given by grace, but the 

condition for God to bestow on us his grace and love.  You may have a hard time getting this 

truth to come out openly but it is there. The trump card for this type of faith system is the belief 

in the presence of Hell. Hell, here is that place we must all FEAR. In order to push this control 

agenda, this type of theology suggests that CERTAINTY about our eternal destiny can only be 

achieved if you…YOU… make a decision for God.  Call me naïve but the only grace I 

experience is the one given to me by God.  God being the one who is the sole actor in securing 

my salvation.  This without the threat of Hell and without the ruse of some manipulative decision 

on my part.  

To put this bluntly, I reject Hell! I reject its existence because I reject that there is a place where 

any of us can escape the love of God!  If Hell exists then this whole grace and love of God is a 

sham.  If Hell exists then the power of sin and death can hold God’s grace at bay and there is a 

power equal or greater than the love of God. It would be a bigger story than the story of Jesus’ 

death and resurrection and Jesus would have died in vain.  God should not have wasted God’s 

time because then the one who is really in control is ME, MYSELF, and I. 

What then do we do with Romans 5:6 “While we were yet helpless, at the right time Christ died 

for the ungodly.” What do we do with Romans 8:31-39. What can separate us from the love of 

God?  And what do we do with 1 John 4.  Read the whole chapter but I love verse 18.  “There is 

no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.”  John makes this claim because God is the 

embodiment of perfect love.  Seems to me that I am not the only one to reject Hell. I believe that 

God rejects Hell on the basis of his love for us given in his son Jesus.  

So I believe that there is Hell in our lives, because sin is a part of our daily existence. But I reject 

Hell as this fiery place where bad people are sent because God’s love just cannot  love them or 



claim them as his own. The power of God’s love is greater than anything, even greater than sin 

or self-deluded self-righteousness. 

The Certainty of God’s Grace 

I can not believe in Hell because… I believe in God’s grace! Period! Exclamation Mark! 

These two can not co-exist!  Either God’s love is unconditional or it is not.  Either my faith is in 

something that is eternal or it is a lie. Hebrews 11:1 …Now I agree that faith is the assurance of 

things hoped for the conviction of things not seen. Grace is the evidence and source of all of my 

convictions and the assurance of all of my hopes.  Paul wrote about this mystery in 1 Corinthians 

15:51ff “I tell you a mystery… for this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, and this 

mortal nature must put on immortality… “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is 

thy victory? O death, where is thy sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 

law… But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I see the 

victory over the power of death and Hell in Jesus.  The victory over the Hell we know, because 

we have hope. Over the fear of Hell because of the faith in the grace of God.  This is not our 

doing but it is God’s doing, it is God’s action, it is God’s gift.  Like Paul, this is where my 

certainty lies… because nothing can separate me from the love of God in Christ Jesus my Lord! 

Epilog 

There is probably no good way to end this article, so many questions remain. One thing I must 

share and that is that we are not the first to wonder about Hell. We are not alone in this struggle 

with our sinful selves. More importantly, we are in good company when it comes to fear and the 

kind of faith that matters. I guess I keep drawing from Paul’s writings. 1 Corinthians 15:12 ff 

“Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no 

resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead then Christ has not been 

raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching in in vain and your faith is in vain. We 

are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ, 

whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised, for if the dead are not raised then 

Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised your faith is futile and you are still in 

your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If for this life only we 

have hoped in Christ, we are of all men most to be pitied. Vss. 20 But in fact Christ has been 

raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. Vss. 27 For God has put all 

things in subjection under his feet… Vss. 28…that God may be everything to everyone.” 

 In my fragile understanding of all this, I place my hope in that truth. That God has placed all 

things under subjection to his life abundant and saving grace. If I am misrepresenting the truth of 

the gospel may God forgive me, but this is my message and I can preach nothing less than Christ 

crucified for the life of the world.  

 

       God’s Grace be with you, 

         Pastor Jeff 



 

 

      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

President:  

Lori Robison 

Email: 

Momrules62@msn.com 

Cell: 

218-269-2927 

 

Hello Kenwood Lutheran Church family members! 

I pray that your summer is going well and the heat hasn’t been too much 

for you.  What kinds of activities have you been doing?  Something fun, I 

hope! I’ve been ziplining, hiking, etc.  I also went overnight backpacking 

for the first time ever.  It was an event sponsored by the Minnesota DNR, 

and was a lot of fun.  I met some interesting new people, whom I 

encouraged to come explore Duluth! 

July was a busy month at Kenwood – we collected items for a Car Care 

themed basked for the VLM Blue Grass Festival; there was a Fish Fry; 

school supply items are being collected; the elevator was inspected and 

we had our Fire Marshall inspection also. 

 We still need someone to fill the Organist position.  Know anyone that would be interested?  Please 

pass along the info to the Personnel Team (Martha Oswald and Lori Robison). 

We need someone to fill the empty slot on the Worship and Music Team, as well as another member 

for Mutual Ministry.  We are trying to fire up the Stewardship Team, also. 

Last month the Council had a Vitality Planning Meeting, and I promised you there would be more 

information to come.  Initial steps the Council will be taking for Vitality Planning are as follows: 

1. Ask the Financial Secretary for a report that shows offering ratio changes over the past 5 years 

2. Put out a Suggestion Box for the Congregation to use 

3. Have a Congregational Vitality Planning session 

I’ve been coming to Kenwood for 20+ years, and would like to see it be the thriving congregation it 

once was, or close to it.  What are your thoughts?  I realize that in those 20 years people have passed 

away, moved to be closer to family, etc.  The Council would love to hear your ideas on how things can 

be improved, changed, etc.  The changes in our church family aren’t all due to Covid. 

Speaking of changes, in the near future we will be delaying when the service is posted online.  

Sometimes there are technical difficulties getting it posted immediately after the service and those that 

have worked recording it, as well as Theresa, spend extra time getting them figured out.  If the service 

isn’t posted until normal office hours on Monday then Theresa, Scott, etc won’t have to put in extra 

time on a weekend when they should be enjoying time with family. We no longer livestream because 

the infrastructure in the community doesn’t support it, as well as the 9:30 timeslot being a very busy 

one for YouTube in our area. 

 

See you in church, 

 

Lori 
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If your birthday is not listed, call or 

email the church with your 

birthdate including the year! 

 

 

  

 

2 - Matthew Holter 

3 - Elizabeth Blix 

      Henry Randall 

8 - Betty Eskola 

      Pat Kleimola 

      Christina Johnson 

l0 - Eric Randall 

14 – Brandon Reich 

17 – Benjamin Johnson 

l8 - Kim Loken 

l9 -Matthew Erickson 

      Kyle Stokes 

2l - Brett Sobczak 

      John Senich 

22 - Lynn Simensen 

       Doris Sodahl  

23 - Judy Hay 

24 – Georgina Barg 

26 - Erin Goutermont 

27 - Brennan LaBelle 

       Jayne Iverson 

28 - Pastor Jeff Holter     

 
 

 

 

 

  

 Senior Luncheon-is Wednesday, August 3, 11:30 at Do 

North Pizza. Sign up in the Messiah Room. 

 Rummage Sale-We would like to have the sale near the end 

of September. We’re continuing to monitor the situation with 

Covid. Keep an eye on bulletins, email, etc. for updates. 

There may be short notice of the sale, or there may not be a 

sale at all, depending on Covid. 

  Our Steak Fry-is scheduled for Thursday, August 18th. 

Information will be available soon regarding this event; 

watch your bulletins, Facebook and your snail mail. 

  

 

 

 

 

LSS Center for Changing Lives coin offering in June was 

$49.25; $298.57 for the year. July’s coin offering will be 

July 31st. 

LWR School Kits: Please help by picking up school supplies 

while they’re on sale. Each kit contains: 

4 70-sheet spiral bound notebooks 

5 pens (black or blue) 

5 unsharpened pencils 

1 box of 24 crayons 

1 30 cm ruler 

1 scissors 

1 eraser 

1 pencil sharpener 

Seafarers Center appreciated the generous donations of 

clothing, hygiene supplies, and towels! 

CHUM raised $70,000 at the Rhubarb Festival. 

 

 

 

 



COUNCIL MEETING - KENWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

June 9, 2022, via Zoom and in person 

 

Members Present:  Lori Robison, Lynn Hegrenes, Martha Oswald, Cindy Peterson, Barb Lucia, Nadine 

Moeller, and Scott Goutermont 

 

Guest(s):  Theresa Williams  

 

1.  The meeting was called to order by Secretary Lynn Hegrenes at 7:42 p.m. with devotions and prayer 

led by Lynn.   

 

2.  Minutes from the meeting held on May 12, 2022, were approved as corrected.  “The treasurer’s report 

should be corrected to read $589.26 balance in the checkbook at the end of April 2022.” 

 

3.  Treasurer’s report = $745.51 balance in the checkbook at the end of May 2022. All bills have been 

paid and are current. Memorial Fund = $13,400.32; Capital Improvement Fund = $28,038.73; and Long-

Term Savings Account = $23,959.30.  Had to borrow $1,500 from Long-Term Savings account to meet 

all obligations for the month.  Not enough funds available to transfer borrowed money to capital 

improvement fund from the General Fund this past month.   

 

4.  Action Items: 

• None.   

 

5.  Discussion Items:  

     a.    Communication:   

• Offering envelope ordering – about the same price as last year.  Theresa Williams was advised to 

place the order as this is an approved budgeted item.   

• Street sign update – postponed until Pastor Holter returns from vacation.   

• Vitality Planning Session:  A Special Council meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, June 

23, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to continue discussions on Vitality Planning for the church.   

• Advertisement for organist – has been written and will soon be posted on social media outlets for 

the church.  

 

6.  Boards, Ministry Teams, Standing Committees:  

     a.  Asset Management Board 

• Treasurer Martha Oswald reported that the cost of insurance for the church will go up 

$700.00 per year, effective July 1.   

• Board will meet next week.   

     b.  Mutual Ministry Board 

• No report.   

     c.  Stewardship Board 

• Council members currently serve as members of this Board. 

• Begin discussions for yearly plan at next month’s meeting.   

     d.  Personnel Support Board  

• See Discussion item for organist replacement.   

     e.  Christian Education Ministry Team 

• No report.   

     f.  Community Ministry Team   

• LSS Center for Changing Lives Coin Offering for May = $71.55; YTD = $249.32. 



• LWR School Kits: (1) 131 school kits were assembled on May 12; “Blessing of the School 

Kits and Quilts” was held at the church service on May 29; kits were delivered to WELCA 

Gathering in June; (2) Donations received to cover shipping expenses of school kits - $235.40; 

cost is $1.40/kit = $183.40; will request carryover of $52 for next year; and (3) begin 

gathering school supplies in July. 

• June: donations of clothing, hygiene products, and towels are being collected for Seafarers 

Center. 

• July basket donations for VLM Blue Grass Festival will be Car Care themed.  Congregation 

will be invited to contribute items for the basket.  

• CHUM: Rhubarb Festival is June 25.   

     g.  Fellowship Ministry Team 

• No report.   

     h.  Worship Ministry Team 

• No report. 

     i.  Youth Ministry Team 

• No report.   

 

7.  Pastor’s Report:  

• No report.   

 

8.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m. with recitation of the Lord’s Prayer led by Lori Robison.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Lynn Hegrenes, Secretary   

 

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING - KENWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

June 23, 2022, via Zoom 

 

Members Present:  Lori Robison, Lynn Hegrenes, Martha Oswald, Barb Lucia, Cindy Peterson, 

and Scott Goutermont.  

 

1.  The meeting was called to order by President Lori Robison at 7:06 p.m. with prayer led by 

Lori. 

 

2.   Discussion Item: 

 

a. KLC Vitality Planning Roundtable discussion / Brainstorming session. Ideas mentioned 

included the following topics:   

• Tap active members for more money 

• Add new members 

• Work on inactive members 

• Cut our expenses 

• More fund raising 

• Capital Campaign 

• Consolidate with other churches 

• Need a Stewardship Program 

• Need to grow membership 



• How to motivate the church members 

• Church of the Week on the Christian Radio Station 

• Draft a letter from the council members to congregation members 

• Give statistics for the past five-year period 

• Step 1: Offering changes during the past year; how has the ratio changed over the 

past five-year period 

• Step 2:  Suggestion box 

• Step 3:  Congregational Vitality Planning   

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. with recitation of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lynn Hegrenes, Secretary   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

This month, please remember in your prayers…. 

         

           Tom, Sara & Levi Rheaume and John Sundberg   Nadine Moeller 

           Jim & Kim Stein       Brad & Ronna Butler 

           Ian, Christina, Ben & Emily Johnson     Kim Loken 

           Art & Paula Rannikko       Barb Teske 

           Trevor, Amy, Alanna & Treston Stokes    Karla Payne 

           Jennifer, Brennan & Maya LaBelle     Judy Hay   

           Barb Lundstrom       Barb Lucia  

            Bruce & Lynn Hegrenes 

 

          

 

 

Kevin, Joy, Ben & Sam Michalicek  

Justin, Jessi, Fayth & Austin Stokes 

Wade, Connor & Laura Rasch, Lori Spilde and Ella & Erin Greenwalt 

Amy Kranig and Lauren, Gillian & Sonya Skar 

Mike, Heather, Sam, Kassidy & Alissa Michelizzi 

Charles & Nancy Schumacher 

 
 

 

Memorials Received 

In memory of Jeri Engeseth: 

Linda & Dale Riendeau 

 

In memory of Eugene Niemi: 

Al Savela 

Jim & Kim Stein 

Karla Payne 

Jerry & Brenda Uecker 

Doug & Peggy Simensen 

Robert & Roberta Johnson 

Barb Teske 

In memory of Eugene and Helen Niemi: 

Janet Worthing 

 



 
  

Järvenpää Singers; Näkemiin 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 23, the Järvenpää Singers gathered for a farewell potluck and sing-a-long. A biography of the 

group is below. 
 

Our group originated in 1992 in preparation for Finnfest held in Duluth, the reason we were called the 

Finnfest Chorus.  To form our group, we sent notices to newspapers and churches in the area asking for 

singers to join the chorus.  There were no plans to continue the group after August 1992, however, we 

found that we not only enjoyed the music that we sing but we enjoyed one another’s company and 

believed in our purpose of performing the music of our ancestors.  Singers from many communities 

surrounding Duluth became part of our group and some drive as many as 80 miles to rehearsals. 
 

We have 20 singers on our roster from a variety of backgrounds.  Many are retired people with beautiful, 

precise pronunciation in the Finnish language.  Some members speak no Finn at all, but we learn the 

correct pronunciations and the translations for each song.  We are all volunteers and feel a dedication to 

uphold and promote the Finnish culture whenever we can.  In 1996 we changed our name to “Järvenpää 

Singers”, which means “head of the lakes”. 
 

Most of our performances are in the summer at ethnic celebrations in small communities.  We also sing at 

Pikku Joulu which is on the Sunday closest to December 6, celebrating Finnish Independence Day and 

the beginning of the Christmas season.   We were featured in the opening ceremonies at Finnfest 2008 

here in Duluth, and performed throughout the festival. In June of 2013 we performed at Finnfest in 

Houghton, Michigan and August of 2014 at FinnFest in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
 

The National Finnish instrument called the “kantele” is a part of our program.  There are 15 members 

who have purchased their own instruments and are now a performing group called the Kanteleen 

Soittajat.  Five of these people who were original members of this group are also members of the 

Järvenpää Singers.  
 

Our programs consist of authentic folk, sacred and patriotic songs all sung in the Finnish language. 
 

Director 1992-2008: Dolores Carlson 

Director 2008-2022: Dave Tucci 

Accompanist: Linda Bray 

Accordionist: Aine Merrill 
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 Altar 

Guild  

Welcome 

Center 

Attendant 

Communion 

Server 

Hospitality Acolyte Scripture 

Reader 

Ushers  

 

7 

Carol 

Kolari 

Pat 

Kleimola 

Lori Reed Need Volunteers  Barb Lucia Kathy 

Erholtz & 

Brad 

Kamphenkel 

 

14 

Carol 

Kolari 

Barb Lucia Barb Lucia Need Volunteers  Barb Teske Steve & Sue 

Teske 

 

21 

Carol 

Kolari 

Nadine 

Moeller 

Nadine 

Moeller 

Need Volunteers  Lynn 

Hegrenes 

Tom & 

Susan 

Muehlberger 

 

28 

Carol 

Kolari 

Deb Jarvis Peggy 

Pruden 

Need Volunteers  Sue 

Fleming 

Sherry 

Goutermont 

& Lori 

Robison 

August Worship Responsibilities at Kenwood Lutheran Church 

Funeral Coordinators 

 

When there is a funeral at the church, most often there will be a lunch following the service. 

Anyone who has been to one of these lunches may have noticed that there is a lot of pre-lunch and post-

lunch work involved to have this available. This involves setting up and taking down many tables and 

chairs, as well as a clean-up afterwards.  

Kenwood has not had a funeral coordinating committee for several years. Most often, the 

preparation and clean up falls to the Pastor and the secretary.  

We’re in need of a few people who are generally available during the day who can be called upon 

to take care of the setup/tear down/clean-up. Occasionally, servers are needed as well but the caterer is 

usually able to provide their own help. 

Ideally, we’d like to find someone, or a couple of folks, who could be called upon when there will 

be a funeral that can take care of getting some help together and do the setup/tear down & clean-up. 

Please call the church office at 218-724-9291 or email to office@kenwoodlutheran.org if this is 

something you’re able to assist with.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

9:00am Tai Chi  

2 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

7:00pm 

Harbormasters  

3 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

11:30am Senior 

Lunch  

5:30pm A.A.  

4 5 6 

7 

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

8 

9:00am Tai Chi  

9 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

10 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

11 

6:30pm Boards and 

Teams  

7:30pm Council 

Meeting  

12 13 

14 

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

15 

9:00am Tai Chi  

16 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

7:00pm 

Harbormasters  

17 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

18 

Steak Fry  

19 20 

21 

Newsletter Deadline  

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

22 

9:00am Tai Chi  

23 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

24 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

25 26 27 

28 

9:30am Sanctuary Worship  

29 

9:00am Tai Chi  

30 

8:30am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

31 

8:45am TOPS 

(Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly)  

5:30pm A.A.  

   

Book Club is back! 

It’s been over 2 years since the Church Book Club has 

met. Depending on the situation with Covid, we will try 

to meet on the 3rd Sunday of the month, beginning 

September 18, after church in the Fireside Room. We 

will be discussing Night Road by Kristin Hannah.  

October 16th book will be House Rules by Jodi Picoult. 

If we can continue to meet in the future months, bring 

selections for discussion on September 18. 

 

 


